
A LITURGY FOR GOOD FRIDAY 
SOLEMN LITURGY OF THE PASSION AND DEATH OF THE LORD 

Welcome and opening Prayer 
Almighty God, 
look with mercy on this your family, 
for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed 
and to be given into the hands of sinners 
and to suffer death upon the cross; 
who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD 
Old Testament Reading: Isa 52:13-53:12 

Psalm 22 
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me : 
            why are you so far from helping me 
            and from the words of my groaning? 
My God, I cry to you by day, but you do not answer : 
            and by night also I take no rest. 
But you continue holy : 
            you that are the praise of Israel. 
In you our fathers trusted : 
            they trusted, and you delivered them; 
To you they cried and they were saved : 
            they put their trust in you and were not confounded. 
But as for me, I am a worm and no man : 
            the scorn of men and despised by the people. 
All those that see me laugh me to scorn : 
            they shoot out their lips at me and wag their heads, saying, 
‘He trusted in the Lord let him deliver him : 
            let him deliver him, if he delights in him.’ 
But you are he that took me out of the womb : 
            that brought me to lie at peace on my mother’s breast. 
On you have I been cast since my birth : 
            you are my God, even from my mother’s womb. 
O go not from me, for trouble is hard at hand : 
            and there is none to help. 
Many oxen surround me : 
            fat bulls of Bashan close me in on every side. 
They gape wide their mouths at me : 
            like lions that roar and rend. 
I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint : 
            my heart within my breast is like melting wax. 
My mouth is dried up like a potsherd : 
            and my tongue clings to my gums. 
My hands and my feet are withered : 
            and you lay me in the dust of death. 
For many dogs are come about me : 
            and a band of evildoers hem me in. 
I can count all my bones : 
            they stand staring and gazing upon me. 
They part my garments among them : 
            and cast lots for my clothing. 
O Lord, do not stand far off : 
            you are my helper, hasten to my aid. 
Deliver my body from the sword : 
            my life from the power of the dogs; 
 



O save me from the lion’s mouth : 
            and my afflicted soul from the horns of the wild oxen. 
I will tell of your name to my companions: 
            in the midst of the congregation will I praise you. 
O praise the Lord, all you that fear him : 
            hold him in honour, O seed of Jacob, 
            and let the seed of Israel stand in awe of him. 
For he has not despised nor abhorred the poor man in his misery : 
            nor did he hide his face from him, but heard him when he cried. 
From you springs my praise in the great congregation : 
            I will pay my vows in the sight of all that fear you; 
The meek shall eat of the sacrifice and be satisfied : 
            and those who seek the Lord shall praise him  
            may their hearts rejoice for ever! 
Let all the ends of the earth remember and turn to the Lord : 
            and let all the families of the nations worship before him. 
For the kingdom is the Lord’s : 
            and he shall be ruler over the nations. 
How can those who sleep in the earth do him homage : 
            or those that descend to the dust bow down before him? 
But he has saved my life for himself : 
            and my posterity shall serve him. 
This shall be told of my Lord to a future generation : 
            and his righteousness declared to a people yet unborn, 
            that he has done it. 

New Testament Reading:      Heb 10:16-25 

The Gospel reading. 

The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 18:1 - 19:42 
            Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 
            Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ 

The Sermon 

 

Confesion 

God shows great love for us in that while we were still sinners Christ died for us. 

Let us confess our sins. 

 O Christ, we are stripped bare by your suffering. 
 You see our dreams, our demons, 
 and the secrets we keep even from ourselves. 
 Forgive all that needs to be forgiven, 
 healed all that needs to be healed, 
 awaken all the good that sleeps in us, 
 banish all the fears that paralyse us. 
 Put the power of your cross into our lives for ever, 
 and clothe us with hope and love. 

The minister says this absolution 
May the Father forgive us 
By the death of his Son 
And strengthen us 
To live in the power of the Spirit 
All our days.   Amen. 

 
 
 



THE SOLEMN PRAYERS 

God sent the Son into the world, not to condemn the world, 
but so that the world might be saved through him. 
So let us bring the needs of the whole world to the foot of the cross of Christ. 

The prayers conclude with  

 Lord, in your mercy 
 hear our prayer. 

Holy God, 
all tenderness and healing flow from you: 
give strength to the weary and courage to the downhearted, 
and show mercy to all who are in trouble. 
 

The minister says, 

Most merciful God, 
we commit ourselves to you and pray for the grace of a holy life, 
that, with all who have died and are alive in Christ, 
we may come to the fullness of eternal life,  
and the joy of the resurrection in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

As our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are confident to pray 

 Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
          on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins 
     as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial 
     and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours  
 now and for ever.    Amen. 

Lord Jesus Christ, 
 the story of your suffering is written on our hearts, 
 and the salvation of the world is in your outstretched hands.  
 Keep your victory always before our eyes, 
 your praise on our lips, 
 your peace in our lives. Amen. 
 
 

Conclusion 


